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Others have laboured and ye are entered into their labours 
John 4:38 

 

trilogy DOS SEUS TRABALHOS 
Based on the literary works by John Berger 

Directed by Pedro Alves 
 

«As Três Vidas de Lucie Cabrol» based on one of the stories told by John Berger in his romance Pig Earth is the 
first show of the trilogy «dos seus trabalhos», that teatromosca has started producing in 2010. This first show 
premiered in the 18th of November in Institut Franco Portugais, in Lisbon, and has toured all over the country. 
It was presented in Lille, in Festival Les Eurotopiques, where it won a Jury’s Special Prize. In 2011, two other 
shows will be presented: «Europa» (based on Once in Europe) and «Tróia» (based on Lilac and Flag), texts that 
constitute John Berger’s literary trilogy Into Their Labours. This first show was described as “impeccable and 
excellent” in the newspaper Expresso, by Portugal’s major theatre critic, João Carneiro, and figured in this 
newspaper 2010’s shortlist for the best theatre performances in Portugal. 
 
INTO THEIR LABOURS [literary trilogy] 
In his trilogy Into Their Labours (Pig Earth, Once in Europa and Lilac and Flag), the English writer John Berger 
registers the life of the peasants in the small village of the French Alps where he has moved to more than 
thirty years ago, in a literary style that mixes fiction and not-fiction. With one strong graphical component, 
presents a world strange to us, but, nevertheless, does not stop in sounding familiar, since it portrays a 
peasant culture in which our ancestors had lived. Berger assumes himself here, more than in any another work 
of his, as storyteller, and this trilogy seems more like a collection of stories and tales of popular origin 
intertwined between themselves. 
 
A picture is made of a set of characters who belong to a practically extinct social sector (the peasants) or 
characters who have their roots in the agricultural world (sometimes, only an ancient memory remains of this 
way of living). These personages appear as actors and witnesses of a world in transformation, where the way 
of life of the peasant, following its customs and traditions, is quickly disappearing. The loss of these values, in 
addition to the forced diaspora to the great urban centers, has led to the deletion of this millenarian relation 
with the “land”, breaking the bonds with tradition and the community, leading to a gradual loss of identity. 
 
The first volume of the trilogy is Pig Earth (1979). Through a set of stories, poems and assays, Berger speaks of 
the daily life of a small agricultural community in the mountains, where the peasants, dedicated to their work, 
ignore History, live isolated from the exterior world and fear an even more uncertain future based on 
progress. The second volume, Once in Europa (1983), deepens even more into the question of the 
modernization of this agricultural world. A collection of stories, where love and indifference constitute an 
essential part of the life of the characters, shows how the agricultural world portrayed in the first romance 
tends to develop itself and to be modernized, creating even more injustices. The last book, Lilac and Flag 
(1990), presents these and other personages in a completely different place, the metropolis. There, the 
peasants lose themselves in an environment whose customs are strange to them, explored by their masters, 
yearning constantly for a return to the agricultural life that they had abandoned. 
 

DOS SEUS TRABALHOS [theatrical trilogy] 
Setting from the texts of John Berger, it is intended, with this trilogy of theatrical shows, to elaborate a picture 
of the peasant’s way of living, reflecting on its culture and its gradual disappearance. Therefore, from the 
particular point of view of the inhabitants of this agricultural world and of its experiences, this reflection also 
ends expressing itself as a study on the relations of power. 
 
In the texts of the English author we find a perfect fusion of poetry, socio-political narrative and assays. Thus, 
also our work will have to place itself in the border between the real and the fiction, between the artistic 
creation and the anthropological study, putting in evidence the dichotomies fiction/fact, fictional/factual. 
Taking as starting point the first text of John Berger’s trilogy, Pig Earth, we understand that the idea of a 
community that lives of its proper stories and small fictions serves the possible analogy of a community as 
fiction. 
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AS TRÊS VIDAS DE LUCIE CABROL [PREMIÈRE IN NOVEMBER 2010] 

Lucie Cabrol is a small woman, daughter of peasants, in early-20th century in France. Abandoned 
by her lover, Jean, and banished by her family, Lucie is an outcast, living on the edge and surviving 
during her second life smuggling merchandises through borders. But it’s only in her third life - 
death – that she discovers hope and love. In a certain way, the history of this dwarfed peasant, 
“imprisoned” in a atrophied, androgynous body - perfect servant - nicknamed Cocadrille 
(mythological animal with rooster head and the body of a serpent), presented in a body that may 
as well serve as “battlefield” of a conflict that affects all the agricultural community, serving well 
the analogy of a society that lives “asphyxiated” and tends to disappear. 
 
The show was presented in Sintra, Lille (France), Palmela, Lisboa, Porto e Faro, and in December 
2010, the Portuguese newspaper Expresso, considered «As Três Vidas de Lucie Cabrol» as a 
“excelent performance, as creation and faithful reading of the original [romance]” and chose it as 
one of the 10 best performances in Portugal in 2010.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pictures from the show «As Três Vidas de Lucie Cabrol», by Ricardo Pereira 
 

PROMOTIONAL VIDEO AVAILABLE ONLINE [link] and PHOTOS [link] 

 
EUROPA [WILL PREMIÈRE IN JUNE 2011] 

Based on the second volume of John Berger’s literary trilogy, Once in Europa (1983), we deepen 
even further the question of the modernization of this agricultural world. A collection of stories, in 
which love and indifference constitute an essential part of the life of these characters, shows how 
the portrayed agricultural world from the first romance tends to develop itself and to be 
modernized, each time, creating even more injustices. 
 
 

TRÓIA [WILL PREMIÈRE IN NOVEMBER 2011] 

This show is created from the last book of Berger’s trilogy, Lilac and Flag (1990), where the 
characters are presented in a completely different place, the metropolis. There, the peasants lose 
themselves in an environment whose customs are strange to them, explored by the masters, 
constantly yearning for a return to the agricultural life that they have abandoned or of which 
remains only one vacant memory. 
 
 

CAST 
Texts|John Berger Translation, adaptation and direction|Pedro Alves Assistant direction|Diana Alves 

Costumes|Catarina Varatojo Scenary|Pedro Silva Video|Sérgio Santos Graphic design|Rafael Galhardas Light 
design|Carlos Arroja Photography|António Rodrigues Production|teatromosca Co-production| Festival Les 

Eurotopiques (Lille, France), Festival de Sintra, Centro Cultural Olga Cadaval, Chão de Oliva (Sintra), Instituto Franco-
Português (Lisboa), Teatro O Bando (Palmela), Teatro da Malaposta (Odivelas), Teatro Municipal da Guarda (Guarda), 

CAPa (Faro), Teatro de Vila Real (Vila Real) and Baal17 (Alentejo) 
 

Actors|Filipe Araújo, Pedro Mendes, João Vicente e Yolanda Santos  
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http://vimeo.com/18934468
http://teatromosca.blogspot.com/2011/01/as-tres-vidas-de-lucie-cabrol-pelo.html
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teatromosca  
teatromosca is a theatre company founded in Sintra in 1999. Has produced shows using texts by 
Samuel Beckett, John Berger, Eric Bogosian, Gil Vicente, Jaime Rocha, Francisco Luís Parreira, 
Manuel Bastos, Sharman Macdonald, Gao Xingjian, Fernando Sousa, and many others, directed by 
some of the best young Portuguese directors, such as Pedro Alves, Paulo Campos dos Reis, João 
Miguel Rodrigues, Maria Gil, Ruben Tiago, Mário Trigo, Suzana Branco, and others, looking for new 
languages and trying to establish a contemporary repertoire based on new or unknown 
dramaturgies. teatromosca has performed in some of the biggest Portuguese theatre rooms, such 
as Centro Cultural Olga Cadaval, Teatro Taborda, Teatro Municipal de Bragança, Teatro Municipal 
da Guarda, CAPa, Teatro Sá da Bandeira, Teatro do Campo Alegre, Casa Conveniente, Casa de 
Teatro de Sintra and in many other places. The last projects are «Retratinhos», a series of small 
multidisciplinary performances for young audiences, and the first show of the trilogy «dos seus 
trabalhos», which was presented in Sintra, Lisbon, Palmela, Faro, Porto and in the Festival Les 
Eurotopiques, in Lille. 
 

                            
Pictures from the show «Krapp’s Last Tape» (2002), by Samuel Beckett                  Pictures from the show «.mostra» (2005), based on Gao Xingjian’s text 

 

                             
Pictures from the show «Tristão e o Aspecto da Flor» (2003), by Francisco Luís Parreira 

 

 
Picture from the show «As Três Vidas de Lucie Cabrol», by Sara Machado 

 

teatromosca 
Casa da Cultura de Mira Sintra 

Avenida 25 de Abril, Largo da Igreja de Mira Sintra 
2735-400 Cacém - Portugal 

Tel.| [351] 91 461 69 49 | [351] 96 340 32 55 Skype| teatromosca 
teatromosca@gmail.com [produção] | teatromosca@hotmail.com [geral] 

http://teatromosca.com.sapo.pt [site] | http://teatromosca.blogspot.com [blog] 
 

4 

mailto:teatromosca@gmail.com
mailto:teatromosca@hotmail.com
http://teatromosca.com.sapo.pt/
http://teatromosca.blogspot.com/


 

 

 
 

CARNEIRO, João, «AN INTELLIGENT THEATRE – Shows morally, socially and aesthetically 
sophisticated», in EXPRESSO – ACTUAL, December 2010 
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